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School of Social Work
1910 University Drive ● Boise, ID  83706 ● Ph 208-426-1568 ● Fx 208-426-4291 ● www.boisestate.edu/socwork

Boise State University School of Social Work

Masters of Social Work Application Form

Instructions:  All applicants are required to complete and send this form to the School of Social Work.  The following items must be enclosed with your application:  1) references in envelopes with the signature of reference writer across the sealed flap, 2) a current vita or resume, 3) essay statements, and 4) copy of official or unofficial transcripts.

SECTION I: PERSONAL DATA

	Date:
	     
	BSU ID#:
	     

	

	Name:
	     
	Gender:
	     

	

	Address:
	     
	Date of Birth:
	     

	
	
	

	Ethnic Origin
	     

	(Optional)



	Phone (Home):
	     

	Phone (Wk/Mobile):
	     

	
	
	

	E-mail Address:
	     

	

	Enrollment Status

Please choose one program.  If you are interested in applying to multiple sites, rank the order according to preference.



	MSW Boise Program
	MSW Lewiston Program

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	One-Year Advanced Standing Program
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	One-Year Advanced Standing Program

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Two-Year Full Program
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Two-Year Advanced Standing Program

	

	MSW Coeur d’Alene Program
	MSW Twin Falls program

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	One-Year Advanced Standing Program
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	One-Year Advanced Standing Program

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Two-Year Advanced Standing Program
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Two-Year Advanced Standing Program

	

	Undergraduate Institution: 
	     

	Degree:
	     
	Major:
	     

	Overall GPA:
	     
	GPA Last Two Years:
	     

	Date Received:
	     

	

	Graduate Institution:
	     

	Degree:
	     
	Major:
	     

	Date Received: 
	     
	Overall Graduate GPA:
	     



SECTION II: PERSONAL STATEMENT

Please respond to the following questions in a personal statement that describes your preparedness for participating in the Boise State University MSW Program.  The specificity and clarity of your personal statement will assist the MSW admissions committee in assessing your capacity and preparation for participating in graduate social work education.  The statement should reflect your best professional thinking and writing.  Your personal statement should be limited to no more than 12 double-spaced typed pages.

1. Describe how personal life experiences have contributed to your decision to seek admission to the Boise State MSW Program and the impact you expect them to have on your professional practice.  (1-2 pages).

2. Describe how your formal education has contributed to your decision to seek admission to the Boise State MSW Program. (1 page)

3. Describe how your volunteer work experiences in social services or related agencies have contributed to your decision to seek admission to the Boise State MSW Program.  (1-2 pages)

4. Discuss the relevance of your life of the following statement from the preamble to the Code of Ethics of the National Association of Social Workers:  “The primary mission of the social work profession is to enhance human well-being and help meet the basic human needs and empowerment of people who are vulnerable, oppressed, and living in poverty.  A historic and defining feature of social work is the profession’s focus on individual well-being in a social context and the well-being of society.  Fundamental to social work is attention to the environmental forces that create, contribute to, and address problems in living.”  (2 – 3 pages)

5. Discuss how contact with persons who differ from you in race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, economic class, political perspectives, religion and cultural background have affected your personal philosophy, values and worldview.  (2 – 3 pages)

6. Discuss the strengths you bring that will contribute to your success in graduate social work education.  (1 page)

SECTION III:  ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR ADVANCED STANDING APPLICANTS

If you are applying to the Advanced Standing Program, these additional questions should be answered in no more than 3 additional pages.

1. Discuss the contributions of your BSW education and post-BSW professional practice experience to your preparedness for graduate social work education.  Include practice responsibilities, accomplishments and recognitions, and professional development and continuing education activities.

2. Discuss your immediate and post-MSW career goals and the ways in which you expect your MSW education to contribute to their realization.

SECTION IV:  LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL COMPETENCE

What is your level of competence in language other than English?  What is your level of familiarity and competence with cultures other than your own?

Please explain:

SECTION V:  CRIMINAL RECORD

Social Work practicum and employment agencies frequently require criminal background checks for students and employees.  While past convictions do not necessarily preclude admission to the MSW Program, they may affect availability of practicum placements and future employability.  The School of Social Work offers professional education in preparation for social work licensure and practice.  Examination for the license necessary to practice social work in Idaho and other states includes an evaluation of the applicant’s criminal record.

Have you ever been convicted of a felony or any crime that involved harm or the threat of harm to another person?  If yes, describe the circumstances that led to the court action, the year of conviction, and an explanation of your plans to cope with potential post-MSW limitations on your practice of social work.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
No


If YES, please explain:

SECTION V:  RESUME

In your admissions application, include a professional resume that:

· includes identifying information,

· describes your post high school education,

· identifies honors, awards and recognitions received in college or social work employment,

· describes chronologically your paid employment history beginning with your most recent employment,

· describes chronologically your unpaid volunteer service related to social work indicating duration of volunteer activities,

· identifies your career goals, and

· lists the names & contact information for persons providing references.

SECTION VII:  REFERENCE LETTERS

Three letters are required.  See detailed description in MSW Application Instructions.

SECTION VIII:  TRANSCRIPTS OF PREVIOUS COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY STUDY

The previous institution(s) must send official transcripts of all previous college and university study to the Boise State University Graduate College (see MSW Application Instructions).  Please include a copy of your transcript(s) with your application to the School of Social Work.

We are looking forward to receiving your application.  Application review will begin in January.  It is to your advantage to submit your complete application before January 9, 2009.

If you have any questions about the application process, contact the School of Social Work.

Phone:  (208) 426-4044
