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Energy security requires less dependence on oil

wo weeks ago, Boise hosted the

2009 Northwest Energy Sum-

mit. With the help of organizer
Mark Rivers, experts from around
the country engaged regional busi-
ness and technical leaders in discus-
sions about the challenges and op-
portunities surrounding energy.

The list of panelists and speakers

was impressive, but the high point
of the summit came Tuesday morn-
ing when former CIA director
James Woolsey gave a down-to-
earth talk about the economic and
national security implications of our
current situation. In the space of 30
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minutes, Woolsey made the impor-
tant distinction between energy se-
curity and energy independence.
The former is eritical, the latter ir-
relevant.

Energy independence refers to
the notion that we extract all the en-
ergy we need from within our own
borders ar from territory we con-
trol. Putting strict limits on our en-
ergy sources based on political, not
economic, factors will distort mar-
ket pressures and add volatility to
the markets. More to the point, en-
ergy independence is not a good ap-
proach to deal with the environ-
mental impacts of energy extraction
and utilization. For example, the
most abundant traditional energy
resource in the United States is coal
— also the most environmentally

problematic.

While the global market in ener-
gv enables us to enjoy low energy
costs most of the time, it also makes
us vulnerable to the unwanted influ-
ence of unfriendly governments.
This is the basis of the argument for -
ETErgY Security.

Nowhere is this clearer than in
the petroleum market. Nearly all of
our transportation of people and
goods depends on petroleum, yet
we i 70 percent of our oil from
the global market. The fact that oil is
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30 commoditized means that
even a country that is not a cur-
sending

erally cut production,
oil prices to high levels, impact-

This is not the same thing as
glvimg up petroleun, or lving
only on what we find within our
borders. Rather, throwgh a com-
bination of controlling our ener-
gy appetite and being clever
albout substinutes, we can break
the hold that the petrolewm
market has over our way of lfe,

We are already mm’mgm the
right direction, though proba-
biy not fast enough. Hybrids,
plug-in hybrids and electric
cars appear to be the way of the
firture, We already have the
technology to make electric
cars with a range of 40 miles —
adequate for 70 percent of the
automobile trips we currenily
make. With this, we could still
have long-haul trucks, airplanes
and trains that depend on pe-
trolewm and at the same time
achieve energy security.

Muoving a significant portion
of our md;m
mwmmﬁ.
the desired goal: decrease our
dependence on petroleum to
such a degree that oil ceases to
b a strategic asset.

However, this course of ac-
rion puts iransportation on a
collizlon course with electricity
mnhnmmm:

rically have been inde-
pendent. Bug with problems of-
ten come opportunities. Some
have suggested that electric ve-
hicles can be part of the energy
storage solution to help inte-
grate renewable sources like

Tone will tell how this will
play out, but in the meantime,
wie all can do our part by making
careful rransportation chodces

from the car we drive to the way
we get to work every day.

As you read this, the nation is
gripped in a great paradox —
facing nearty unprecedented
economic crisis, yet sensing
hope and comman
The inconvenience and hard-
ship raquired to achieve true
energy security will be real, but
the resulting gain will be well
worth it.
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