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I am incredibly proud to present the Center for Global Engagement (CGE)'s Year in Review 2024-2025. The report highlights the most 

relevant accomplishments and activities of the past academic year. This past year has brought significant growth and impactful 
initiatives, reinforcing our commitment to growing Boise State's global position and visibility, while making a global impact on our 

community. Some of these accomplishments include:

Enhancing Student Mobility and Global Experiences

Building and Strengthening Global Partnerships

Fostering a Vibrant Global Campus Community

I would like to acknowledge and express my gratitude to the whole Center for Global Engagement team. Through their tireless efforts, they 

make an impact on students, faculty, and staff across campus and make internationalization a reality for Boise State University and the 

State of Idaho. These achievements are a testament to their hard work and unwavering commitment to the global success of our entire 
university community.

I look forward to another year of global growth and collaboration.

Gonzalo R. Bruce, Ph.D.
Assistant Provost for Global Engagement

Study Abroad Leadership: For the second consecutive year, Boise State was named Idaho's leading institution for study abroad 
participation.

•

Student Engagement: The CGE facilitated 8 Global Classroom programs involving 88 students and 14 faculty members across six 
countries.

•

Financial Support: The CGE awarded $48,000 in study abroad scholarships, making global education more accessible for many 

students.

•

Fulbright Success: Three Boise State students received prestigious Fulbright scholarships, with placements in Mexico, Taiwan, and 

Hungary. Additionally, two scholars received Fulbright awards, one in Slovakia and the other in France.

•

USA–Kazakhstan University Consortium: Boise State joined this new consortium as a founding member and participated in inaugural 

meetings with 19 other U.S. universities and leaders from Kazakhstan's top institutions to foster academic collaboration.

•

New Partnerships: CGE representatives attended global events and hosted Université Bourgogne Europe (France) and HSBI Bielefeld 

(Germany), all which helped to strengthen existing connections and explore new collaborations in student and faculty exchanges.

•

International Recruitment: Boise State had a strong presence at key global events, including ICEF Africa (Rwanda) and the IC3 

Conference (India). These events focused on student recruitment and build relationships with international high school counselors.

•

Community Celebrations: The annual International Food, Song, and Dance Festival drew over 300 students, faculty, staff, and 

community members, featuring performances and Culture Tables.

•

Student Support: The new First-Year Peer Mentor Program paired seven experienced international students with more than 50 new 

international Broncos to help them acclimate to campus life and build a strong sense of community.

•

International Student-Athletes: International students made significant contributions to Boise State Athletics, with notable 

achievements in Tennis and Track and Field.

•

Faculty Recognition: Dr. Arvin Farid, Professor of Civil Engineering, received the Faculty Global Impact Award for his extensive 
international engagement and mentorship of students.

•
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OUR MISSION

The Center for Global Engagement integrates international and 
intercultural dimensions into the University's innovative educational 
environment in order to:

Support our community in addressing current and future societal 
challenges 

•

Advance Boise State's global impact and visibility•

AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY

Global Learning •
International Admissions and Recruitment •
Intensive English Program•
International Student and Scholar Services•
Global Outreach and Partnerships•
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PARTNERSHIPS & 
OUTREACH
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BOISE STATE GATHERS ALUMNI 
FROM ITS VIETNAM CHAPTER

In April 2025, the Center for Global Engagement and the Boise State University Alumni Association teamed up to host a 
vibrant Orange & Blue Social Night with members of the Boise State Vietnam Alumni Chapter.

Held in Hanoi, the evening honored Dr. Nancy Napier, Professor Emerita from the College of Business and Economics, 
whose visionary leadership helped spark a meaningful partnership between Boise State University and the National 
Economics University. This collaboration led to three successful cohorts of MBA graduates.

The celebration brought together alumni, family members, and local business leaders for a night filled with Bronco pride, 
reconnection, and networking.

Denmark 
Kazakhstan

Turkey 
Peru

Rwanda
 Vietnam

NEW COUNTRY 
PARTNERS

46
ACTIVE 

PARTNERSHIPS

30
BOISE STATE 

PARTNER 
COUNTRIES

12
NEW 

PARTNERSHIPS

BOISE STATE WAS REPRESENTED AT THE FOLLOWING GLOBAL EVENTS:

European Association of International Educators (EAIE) Conference•
IC3 Conference•
Forum on Education Abroad Conference•
NAFSA National Conference•
NAFSA Bi-Region I & II Conference •
Association of International Education Administrators (AIEA) Conference•
Asia-Pacific Association for International Education (APAIE) Conference•
The PIE North America Conference•
Higher Education International Business Officers (HEIBO) Conference•
Global G3 Conference •
Careers, Internship & Global Learning Conference (Forum on Education Abroad)•
English USA Stakeholders Conference•

3 



C E N T E R  F O R  G L O B A L  E N G A G E M E N T  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5

UNIVERSITÉ BOURGOGNE EUROPE VISITS BOISE STATE
In May 2025, Boise State welcomed Dr. Gregory Wegmann, Vice 
President for European and International Policy at Université 
Bourgogne Europe (UBE) in Dijon, France. The visit focused on 

exploring partnerships in student mobility, faculty and 
researcher exchange, and collaboration in business, 

management, and engineering.

Dr. Wegmann met with leaders from the College of Business and 

Economics, the Micron School of Materials Science and 
Engineering, and the College of Engineering, as well as industry 

partner Micron Technology. Discussions highlighted 
opportunities for joint academic programs, research initiatives, 
and exchange opportunities, laying the groundwork for a future 

Boise State–UBE partnership.

HSBI BIELEFELD (GERMANY) VISITS BOISE STATE

STRENGTHENING GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS: BOISE STATE 
IN THE USA–KAZAKHSTAN UNIVERSITY CONSORTIUM

Upon renewing our academic cooperation with Bielefied University of Applied Sciences and Arts (HSBI), Dr. Alexander 
Haubrock visited Boise State in October 2024. The visit focused on re-connecting with COBE leadership, German 
language learners and Boise State faculty members interested in Germany.

In Fall 2024, Boise State became a founding member of the new USA–Kazakhstan University Consortium, an initiative led 
by the Institute of International Education (IIE) and Steppe Global Education to expand collaboration between U.S. and 

Kazakh institutions.

Representing Boise State at the inaugural meetings in Almaty and Astana, Dr. Gonzalo Bruce joined delegates from other 
19 U.S. universities and engaged in strategic discussions with leaders from Kazakhstan’s top universities, including 
Satbayev University, Narxoz University, Eurasian National University, Nazarbayev University, and Astana IT University. 

Sessions focused on building sustainable partnerships in student mobility, curriculum design, public health, renewable 
energy, sustainable irrigation, and commercialization of research.
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BOISE STATE JOINS PHAROS 3.0
In October 2024, Boise State participated in Pharos 3.0, a  capacity-
building and networking summit in Athens, co-hosted by The Forum 
on Education Abroad, the U.S. Embassy in Greece, and funded by the 

U.S. Department of State. The landmark event brought together U.S. 
and Greek higher education professionals to deepen institutional 

partnerships and explore new collaborations in international 
education.

Through structured sessions and networking opportunities, Pharos 
3.0 empowered U.S. institutions, including Boise State, to gain 

insights into Greek higher education and identify pathways to 
stronger academic partnerships. Boise State’s participation at 
Pharos 3.0 underscores its commitment to expanding global learning 

networks and enhancing international collaboration, creating new 
opportunities for educational exchange and joint initiatives across 
borders.

CELEBRATING GLOBAL IMPACT DURING INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION WEEK 2024
As part of International Education Week 2024, the Center for Global 
Engagement teamed up with the Osher Institute to spotlight Boise State’s 
mission and commitment to global engagement. The event brought together 

faculty and educators who had recently participated in the Fulbright-Hays Group 
Project Abroad in Mozambique as well as current international students. The 

panelists offered powerful, firsthand accounts of how global experiences enrich 
classrooms and inspire students.

Dr. Krishna Pakala (College of Engineering), Nicole Lasich (College of Health 
Sciences), and Calista Hodek (Richard McKenna Charter High School) 

captivated an audience of 50 Osher members with stories of cultural 
immersion, collaborative learning, and the ripple effects of international 
education. Their testimonies underscored how Boise State’s internationalization 

efforts are not just broadening horizons, they are transforming teaching and 
learning across disciplines.
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GLOBAL LEARNING
Education Abroad and Exchange
Global Classrooms
Fulbright Scholars Program
Peace Corps Prep Program
Global Collaboration Projects 
U.S. Passport Facility
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BOISE STATE: IDAHO'S LEADING
STUDY ABROAD INSTITUTION FOR SECOND YEAR

FACULTY FUEL STUDY ABROAD ENGAGEMENT THROUGH GLOBAL CLASSROOMS

According to the 2024 Open Doors Idaho Fact Sheet, Boise State has once again secured the top spot among 
Idaho’s institutions for sending the most students abroad, marking its second consecutive year as the state 
leader in study abroad participation.

Behind this achievement is the dedicated Global Learning team, whose mission is to transform students’ global 

aspirations into life-changing experiences. Comprising four permanent staff members, the division serves as the 
hub for Boise State’s international opportunities, including the National Student Exchange (NSE) program, Peace 
Corps Prep, faculty-led Global Classroom courses, Fulbright scholar support, and more.

GLOBAL 
CLASSROOM 
PROGRAMS

8
STUDENTS 
ENGAGED

8814
FACULTY 
ENGAGED

Italy
England
Spain
Japan
Taiwan

TOP COUNTRIES

Business Administration
Psychology

International Business
Marketing

Finance - Kinesiology (tie)

TOP MAJORS 362
STUDENTS 

ENGAGED IN 
GLOBAL LEARNING 
& INTERNSHIPS 

26
STUDY ABROAD 

COUNTRY 
DESTINATIONS

11%
EXCHANGE AND 

DIRECT 
PROGRAMS

60%
PROGRAM 
PROVIDERS

Boise State's Global Classrooms engage faculty members who are willing to provide students with short-term study 
abroad, global learning experiences through immersive, hands-on academic experiences. In the 2024-2025 academic 

year, the Center for Global Engagement (CGE) facilitated 8 Global Classroom programs, impacting 88 students and 14 
faculty members.

This year’s Global Classrooms were hosted in Croatia, Germany, Italy, Mexico, Taiwan, and the U.K. 

SHARE OF TOTAL STUDY 
ABROAD STUDENT 

ENGAGEMENT

29%
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During the 2024–2025 academic year, the Center for Global Engagement (CGE) awarded 
$48,000 in study abroad scholarships, making international education attainable for 
numerous Broncos. These funds supported students admitted into any CGE-approved 

study abroad programs, opening pathways to immersive global experiences.

But scholarships are just one part of the story.

At the heart of every successful study abroad adventure is also a passport, as a gateway 

to the world, and Boise State’s Global Learning division serving as an on-campus U.S. 
Passport Acceptance Facility, help students to ensure all details are correct, removing 

confusion and hassle while empowering students to focus on what truly matters: the 
journey ahead.

PASSPORT PROGRAM MAKES A POSITIVE IMPACT ON 
STUDENTS

$48K
TOTAL 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
AWARDED

1,300
PASSPORTS 
PROCESSED

Boise State continues its tradition of excellence on the global stage, with both 
students and staff earning prestigious Fulbright awards this year.

The Honors College proudly announced that three of our students have received the 
highly competitive Fulbright scholarships, showcasing the diverse talents and global 

ambitions of our Broncos:  Joshua LaPine will immerse himself in Mexico through the 
Binational Business Program; Sage Bowen  will embark on a cultural and educational 
journey as an English Teaching Assistant in Taiwan; and Jackie Sizemore will pursue her 

Creative Writing Research and Arts project in Hungary.

The Global Learning division also celebrated success with two Boise State scholars 
honored with Fulbright Scholar awards. Dr. Palina Louangketh from the School of Public 
and Population Health will advance her research through the “European Margins 

Engaging for Regional and Global Empowerment” project in Slovakia. Meanwhile, Dr. 
Gonzalo Bruce of the Center for Global Engagement received the International Educator 
Administrator Award, reflecting his leadership in global education, with this award 

placement in France.

These achievements underscore Boise State’s commitment to fostering international 
scholarship and leadership, preparing Broncos to make impactful contributions across 
the world.

BOISE STATE CELEBRATES MULTIPLE FULBRIGHT AWARDS 
FOR STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS 

Dr. Palina Louangketh
Slovakia

Dr. Gonzalo Bruce
France
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BOISE STATE NOMINATED HOST FOR THE GLOBAL ENGINEERING EDUCATION 
EXCHANGE (GLOBAL E³) CONFERENCE 2026

MINI GRANTS SUPPORT FACULTY INTERNATIONALIZATION INITIATIVES

In 2024-2025, the Center for Global Engagement (CGE), through its Global Learning division contributed with $1,000 in the 
form of two mini grants directed at supporting faculty members' contribution to campus internationalization. The mini-grant 
funded two projects that were delivered during this year's International Education Week. The two projects were:

For more information about the Global Learning Mini-Grants, please visit the CGE website.

Gorongosa Luminary Gallery (Mari Rice)•
Graduate College Graduate Student Potluck (Morgan Zabrinski)•

$1K
AMOUNT 
AWARDED

2
MINI-GRANTS

Boise State has been selected to host the upcoming Global 
Engineering Education Exchange (Global E³) Conference, a premier 
gathering of international engineering educators, organized by the 

Institute of International Education (IIE). 

Global E³ is a consortium of more than 65 leading engineering 
universities worldwide, enabling students to study abroad while 
paying tuition at their home institution. Membership provides Boise 

State with streamlined access to a broad network of partner 
universities, increased global connectivity, and valuable 

opportunities to engage with trends in engineering education. 

For students, the program offers flexible study abroad options 

across multiple continents, the ability to earn degree credit, and 
the chance to build professional and academic networks on a 
global scale. Hosting the conference underscores Boise State’s 

leadership in international engineering education and its 
commitment to preparing graduates for success in a global 

workforce.

Study Abroad Advisor, Hunter Hagan, making the official 
announcement of Boise State University's role as host for 

the Global E³   Conference 2026. The announcement took 
place in the context of the Global    E³ Conference in 

Bandung, Indonesia (May, 2025) .
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The Boise State Center for Global Engagement’s annual Photo Contest once again brought the world into focus. This 
time with a twist. For the first time, attendees voted live for the People’s Choice award by scanning a QR code, making 
the contest more interactive than ever. Forty-two participants shared their best shots from study abroad, offering 

glimpses of discovery, culture, and adventure. The winner of this year's contest were:

This year’s photo contest celebrated not just striking photography, but the personal transformations that happen when 

students venture out in world.

1. People’s Choice – Brooke Vandekamp. Health Studies major Brooke Vandekamp won the public’s vote with her photo 
from Valencia, Spain. Inspired by her grandmother, Beatrice Camila-María Martínez, Brooke used her USAC program to 
connect with her Hispanic roots. “Being in Valencia allowed me to be immersed in the culture and make new friends 

and memories that will last a lifetime,” she said. A Gilman Scholar, she’s already planning her return.
2. Broncos Abroad – Alex Gessler. Public Health and Spanish double major Alex Gessler captured a huge Paella dish in 

Alicante, Spain. “These walks allowed me to appreciate my study abroad experience and the accomplishment of going 
out of my comfort zone,” Alex shared.

3. Educational Experiences – Leah Engle. Global Studies major Leah Engle’s photo from Gold Coast, Australia, reflects 

the beauty and depth of learning beyond the classroom.
4. People, Culture, and Landscapes – Juliet McKee. Marketing major Juliet McKee highlighted Chiang Mai, Thailand, with 

an image rich in cultural color and local connection.

BRONCOS AROUND THE WORLD: 2025 PHOTO CONTEST 
WINNERS CAPTURE GLOBAL ADVENTURES

Broncos Abroad

Category

People, Culture, and

Landscapes Category

Educational Experiences

Category

People's Choice 

Category

Alexis Gessler

Public Health & Spanish

USAC, Alicante, Spain

Juliet McKee

Marketing

USAC, Chang Mai, Thailand

Leah Engle

Global Studies

USAC, Gold Coast, Australia

Brooke Vandekamp

Health Studies

USAC, Valencia, Spain
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In November 2024, members of the Fulbright-
Hays Group Projects Abroad (GPA) Mozambique 
program gathered on campus for their final 

“official meeting,” presenting the findings and 
curriculum projects developed from their 

immersive summer 2023 experience in Africa.

As part of International Education Week 2024, 

the team hosted a poster session for students, 
faculty, and the community.

FULBRIGHT-HAYS GROUP PROJECT ABROAD MOZAMBIQUE MEMBERS SHARE 
THEIR CURRICULUM PROJECTS WITH THE CAMPUS

Each member showcased how their month-long immersion in Mozambique inspired fresh curricular ideas, ranging 
from the geological connections between human history and natural resources, to African studies, global awareness, 

cultural sustainability, wellness in rural and urban contexts, and human-centered approaches to sustainability.

The GPA Mozambique cohort included five Boise State faculty members and seven K–12 educators across Idaho. 
After an in-depth orientation in Boise, the group spent time in Maputo, Mozambique’s capital, as well as in rural areas 
such as the renowned Gorongosa National Park. The program, funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s 

International and Foreign Language Education (IFLE), demonstrated the transformative impact of integrating global 
perspectives into both Idaho's college-level and K–12 classrooms.

DANIELA TOLEDO IS OUTSTANDING STUDY ABROAD ALUMNA AUTUMN 2024
In Fall 2024, Daniela Toledo Solares was honored with Boise State’s 
Outstanding Study Abroad Alumna Award, a recognition that reflects 

her bold spirit, global mindset, and impressive achievements both on 
and off campus.

Originally from Guatemala, Daniela first came to Boise State as an 
international student. But her appetite for cultural exploration didn’t 

stop there. She went on to study abroad in Bielefeld, Germany, 
adding yet another layer to her global journey.

Daniela’s Boise State years were marked by exceptional involvement 
and leadership. She served as a language teaching assistant, a 

campus sustainability coordinator, and an administrative assistant, 
all while excelling academically. Before joining Boise State, she had 
already embraced international work as a Disney intern, and back 

home in Guatemala, she demonstrated her entrepreneurial spirit by 
running her own crêpe business.

11 
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Tryphene Bulape (B.Sc. Social Work ’25), a Gilman Scholarship recipient and 
Alumni Ambassador, represented Boise State at the Forum on Education 
Abroad Conference in Toronto, sharing how the scholarship shaped her 

academic and professional journey.

During her studies, Tryphene studied in London and traveled to Jordan with 
U.S. Department of State sponsorship, focusing on international refugee 
policy and gaining a broader perspective on global health. She also served in 

key leadership roles, including College of Health Sciences Senator and 
Student Philanthropy Board member.

Her participation at this premier international education conference 
highlights the transformative impact of scholarships and Boise State’s 

commitment to fostering global leaders.

STUDY ABROAD ALUMNA PRESENTS AT A NATIONAL CONFERENCE

First Prize, Educational 
Experience Category

Tryphene Bulape Mishambo
Wales, UK      

First Prize, Broncos Abroad 
Category

Ashley Harris
        London, UK        

BULAPE NOMINATED OUTSTANDING STUDY ABROAD ALUMNA SPRING 2025

Tryphene Bulape was nominated and selected as Boise 
State’s Spring 2025 Outstanding Study Abroad Alumna. 
Her accomplishments include:

Gilman Scholarship recipient•
Alumni Ambassador for the Benjamin A. Gilman 
International Scholarship

•

Studied abroad in the U.K.•
Studied abroad in Jordan•
Interests include refugee policy, global health, and 

humanitarian issues

•

Served as the College of Health Sciences Senator•
Member of the Student Philanthropy Board•

STUDENT TRYPHENE BULAPE: FROM STUDY ABROAD TO 
LEADERSHIP ON A NATIONAL STAGE

12 



C E N T E R  F O R  G L O B A L  E N G A G E M E N T  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5

INTERNATIONAL 
ADMISSIONS

Undergraduate Admissions 
Graduate Admissions
Global Outreach and Recruitment
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Boise State University strengthened its global connections with a strong presence at ICEF Africa, a premier networking 
event bringing together higher education institutions, student recruitment agencies, and industry stakeholders from 
across the African continent. Held in Kigali, Rwanda, Life Gahounzo, Student Success Coach, Extended Studies (and 

former CGE International Enrollment Counselor), represented Boise State.

Over the course of the conference, Boise State met with potential partners explored opportunities to expand access to 
Boise State and to highlight the unique academic and community experience Idaho offers. Conversations ranged from 
undergraduate recruitment in Nigeria’s largest cities, to graduate program interests, outreach for students seeking 

affordable and high-quality U.S. higher education options. Across meetings, themes of visa preparation, affordability, and 
showcasing Boise State’s inclusive campus culture emerged as key priorities for partners.

BOISE STATE JOINS ICEF AFRICA 

First Prize, Educational 
Experience Category

Tryphene Bulape Mishambo
Wales, UK      

First Prize, People, Culture, 
and Landscapes Category

Molly Brownfield 
Saariselka, Finland   

AY 24-25 INTERNATIONAL ENROLLMENT SNAPSHOT

73
NEW 

UNDERGRADUATE 
STUDENTS

156
NEW 

INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS

83
NEW GRADUATE 

STUDENTS

8
GLOBAL 

RECRUITERS 
ENGAGED
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First Prize, Educational 
Experience Category

Tryphene Bulape Mishambo
Wales, UK      

First Prize, People, Culture, 
and Landscapes Category

Molly Brownfield 
Saariselka, Finland   

First Prize, Broncos Abroad 
Category

Ashley Harris
        London, UK        

A SMARTER, FASTER, FAIRER APPROACH TO 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS
In 2024–2025, the Center for Global Engagement’s International Admissions division reimagined how International 
Admission awards scholarships to incoming international students. The result was a streamlined, transparent system 

designed to make Boise State more competitive in an increasingly crowded global recruitment landscape.

The new process delivers scholarship decisions to students faster than ever before, ensuring that applicants and their 
educational partners have the information they need early in the decision-making process. Clearer guidelines, updated 
eligibility criteria, and a simplified award structure now make it easier for prospective Broncos to understand what is 

available and how to qualify.

“By increasing transparency and speeding up the timeline, we are not only improving the applicant experience but also 
positioning Boise State as a top choice for international students who have multiple offers on the table,” said Brian 
Stelbosky, Director of International Admissions.

This revised approach reflects the division’s commitment to student success from the very first interaction and making 
Boise State’s message clear: We value international students' talent.
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First Prize, Educational 
Experience Category

Tryphene Bulape Mishambo
Wales, UK      

First Prize, People, Culture, 
and Landscapes Category

Molly Brownfield 
Saariselka, Finland   

First Prize, Broncos Abroad 
Category

Ashley Harris
        London, UK        

BOISE STATE STRENGTHENS CONNECTIONS WITH 
SCHOOL COUNSELORS AT IC3 CONFERENCE

In August 2024, Boise State University joined education leaders from around the world at the Annual IC3 Conference 
& Expo, a premier event dedicated to building bridges between higher education institutions and school counseling 

professionals. The event was held in New Delhi. Held under the banner of advancing access and guidance for 
students navigating their path to college, IC3 brought together educators, school leaders, and counselors from 

across more than 50 countries. The event served as a platform for sharing innovative approaches to integrating 
counseling into education systems, and for strengthening the pipeline between secondary schools and universities 
worldwide.

Boise State was represented by Brian Stelbotsky, Director of International Admission, and Dr. Gonzalo Bruce, 

Assistant Provost for Global Engagement. Together, they engaged in high-impact conversations with school 
counselors, explored new partnership opportunities, and showcased the unique blend of academic excellence, 
supportive community, and hands-on learning that defines Boise State. The opportunity also allowed us to 

strengthen connections with EducationUSA Regional Managers (REACs) for South Asia and  South and Central Asia.

“Conferences like IC3 allow us to connect directly with the 
educators and counselors who guide students through one of 

the most important decisions of their lives,” said Stelbotsky. 
“By strengthening these relationships, we are ensuring that 

talented students from around the globe see Boise State as a 
place where they can thrive."

The connections made at IC3 2024 are already paving the way 
for deeper collaborations with schools in key regions and 

especially India, reinforcing Boise State’s commitment to 
expanding access and opportunity for students.
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INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENT AND 
SCHOLAR SERVICES

International Programs and Events
Exchange Visitor Program
Academic Immigration Services
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICES LAUNCHES 
FIRST-YEAR PEER MENTOR PROGRAM

This past year, the Center for Global Engagement launched its inaugural First-Year Peer Mentor Program, a new 
initiative designed to help incoming international students feel at home from day one.

The program paired seven experienced Boise State international students from Honduras, Ghana, Cameroon, Iran, 
and Nepal, with more than 50 new international Broncos. Through monthly check-ins, special events, and a 

welcoming space for questions and guidance, these mentors offered practical tips, cultural insights, and a 
friendly face in those important first months.

The results from this pilot year indicate new international students develop a stronger sense of belonging, a 
network of support, and friendships that crossed borders and cultures. As Coordinator of International Student 

Services, Tim Randall shared, “We’re not just helping students adjust, we’re building community.”

With such a strong start, the Peer Mentor Program is set to grow in the year ahead, expanding its reach and 

continuing to be a lifeline for students as they begin their Boise State journey.

594
INTERNATIONAL 

STUDENTS SPONSORED 
BY BOISE STATE

113
STUDENTS IN 

OPTIONAL PRACTICAL 
TRAINING

36
EXCHANGE 
STUDENTS

76
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

RECEIVED DEGREES OR 
CERTIFICATES

127
INTENSIVE ENGLISH 
PROGRAM STUDENTS
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INTERNATIONAL BRONCOS: GLOBAL TALENT SHINES AT 
BOISE STATE ATHLETICS

Spotlight Achievements
Zdena Safarova (Czech Republic) – Women’s Tennis

Mountain West Tournament MVP: Led Boise State to its first-ever 
Mountain West Championship in women’s tennis, earning MVP honors 

thanks to an undefeated 3–0 run at No. 1 singles and a crucial 
doubles win. Zdena finished this historic season with a remarkable 
32–3 singles record, setting school records for single-season win 

percentage and most wins at the No. 1 spot. With this win, 
the    Bronco secured a No. 1 regional ranking in the Mountain West 

Conference, a first in the program's history.

Yasmin Marghini (United Kingdom) – Track & Field

Celebrated for her contribution to Boise State’s conference 
championship victory in the indoor women’s medley relay, showcasing 
the Broncos' international talent.

Hanna Ackermann (Germany) – Track & Field

Earned All-American honors, highlighting her elite performance and a 
powerful Bronco presence.

International athletes like Zdena, Yasmin, and Hanna elevate Boise 
State’s competitive edge, bringing global perspectives, perseverance, 

and talent to the field, court, and track. Their combined athletic 
success and academic achievement reflect the university’s 
commitment to embracing diverse voices and cultivating a culture of 

excellence.

This year, Boise State’s athletic teams thrived on the global stage, powered by standout performances from international 
student-athletes. Their achievements reflect exceptional talent, dedication, and the vibrant international spirit of our 

Bronco community.

Photo credit: Mountain West Conference

Photo credit: Boise State University Athletics

Zdena Safarova (Czech Republic) and team secured first Mountain West 
Championship

Hanna Ackermann (Germany) competing in track and field

C E N T E R  F O R  G L O B A L  E N G A G E M E N T  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5

43
INTERNATIONAL 

STUDENT-ATHLETES

8
SPORTS

22
COUNTRIES

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

Belgium
Canada
Czechia
France

Germany
India

Ireland 
Israel
Japan

Jamaica
Kenya
Morocco
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nigeria 
Portugal
Slovenia
Spain
U.K. 

19 



C E N T E R  F O R  G L O B A L  E N G A G E M E N T  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5

A GLOBAL CELEBRATION: BOISE STATE’S 
INTERNATIONAL FOOD, SONG, AND DANCE FESTIVAL

On November 8, 2024 and in the context of International Education Week 2024, Boise State came alive with the vibrant 
sights, sounds, and flavors of the world during the International Food, Song, and Dance Festival. This much-anticipated 
annual event brought together more than 300 students, faculty, staff, and community members for an evening of cultural 

celebration and connection.

The festival stage came to life with performances from around the globe, featuring traditional dance, poetry, and 
storytelling from Honduras, France, Iran, Cameroon, Bangladesh, Venezuela, and Bosnia. Attendees also explored Culture 
Tables hosted by students from Pakistan, Italy, Rwanda, Ghana, Honduras, and Bangladesh, offering a hands-on experience 

with cultural artifacts, traditions, and personal stories.

The evening would not have been complete without a shared meal, this year catered by Bombay Grill, which gave guests the 
chance to enjoy authentic flavors while connecting with friends old and new.

More than just an event, the Food, Song, and Dance Festival showcased the richness of Boise State’s international 
community and the shared joy of coming together to learn from one another. The celebration left participants inspired and 
eager for next year’s gathering.
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CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE: 2024-2025 OUTSTANDING INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENT & BRONCO SPIRIT AWARD WINNERS

In 2024–2025, International Student Services and the Center for 
Global Engagement  honored four exceptional graduating students 
whose achievements reflect the very best of Boise State’s 

academic excellence, leadership, and community spirit.

Fall 2024 Awards

Outstanding International Student Award – Trym Berntsen 

(Norway): Recognized for his outstanding academic performance 
and contributions to the campus community.

Bronco Spirit Award & IEP to Boise State Trajectory Award – 
Gabriela Curtiz (Mozambique): Celebrated for her leadership, 

resilience, and community engagement, as well as her inspiring 
educational journey from Boise State’s Intensive English Program 
to degree completion.

Spring 2025 Awards

Outstanding Graduating International Student Award – Marjan 
Albooyeh (Iran): An M.Sc. candidate in Material Science and 

Engineering, Marjan’s research in polymer simulation tools has 
reached Ph.D.-level rigor, advancing aerospace thermoplastics and 

earning national recognition, including a podcast feature.

Bronco Spirit Award – Jayshree Khemlani (Singapore): An MBA 

student in the Career Track program, Jayshree has been a 
cornerstone of community building, organizing signature events 

such as the Winter Ball and Holi celebration in collaboration with 
the Indian and Nepalese Student Associations.

Together, Trym, Gabriela, Marjan, and Jayshree have enriched 
Boise State through their scholarship, leadership, and global 
perspectives, leaving a legacy that will inspire future Broncos for 

years to come.
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICES RAMPS UP SUPPORT FOR STUDENT-ATHLETES

In Fall 2024, the CGE International Student and Scholar Services division took a 
significant step in enhancing the experience of international student-athletes at 
Boise State. International Student and Scholar Services (ISSS) welcomed Inês 

Borba (Master of  Interdisciplinary Studies, Cross Country), a student-athlete from 
Portugal, as an intern dedicated to this initiative.

Drawing from her own experiences competing and studying in the U.S., Inês 
developed targeted resources to address the unique challenges faced by 

international athletes, ranging from navigating immigration requirements to 
balancing rigorous training schedules with academic demands.

GLOBAL RESEARCH COLLABORATION FUELS INNOVATION IN AI AND HUMAN-
COMPUTER INTERACTION
This year, Boise State became a hub for cutting-edge research in human-computer interaction 
thanks to Dr. Casey Kennington from the Department of Computer Science. Through an 
exciting new international collaboration, Dr. Kennington welcomed six short-term visiting 

scholars, including graduate students, from the United Kingdom, Vietnam, France, Italy, and 
Thailand, who brought diverse perspectives and expertise to campus. The exchange was also 

facilitated by graduate student Anna Manaseryan (MS, Computer Science, Armenia). 

The scholars worked alongside Boise State researchers to explore and extend Retico, an open-

source incremental spoken dialogue system framework. Retico is designed for lightning-fast, 
natural communication between humans and agents, including robots and virtual assistants, 

technology that could shape the future of AI-powered interactions.

NEPALI NIGHT 2025 BRINGS CULTURE, COMMUNITY, AND CELEBRATION TO CAMPUS

The Boise State Nepalese Student Association hosted 
in March the Nepali Night 2025. The event was a 
vibrant celebration of culture, music, and tradition. 

More than 350 attendees immersed themselves in 
Nepal’s rich heritage, through dance performances, 

live music, and traditional cuisine. 

The Nepali Night 2025 stood out as one of the year’s most anticipated cultural events, celebrating both the pride of Boise 
State’s Nepali students and the global connections shared across campus. The annual event was possible thanks to the 

dedication of student organizers, funding from Student Involvement and Leadership Center, and the support of generous 
donors.
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EN HSUN “VANESSA” LAI COMPLETES HER TWO-YEAR 
TENURE AS CHINESE LANGUAGE ASSISTANT

38
SPONSORED  FACULTY & STAFF

23
ACADEMIC 

DEPARTMENT 
HOSTS

28
EXCHANGE VISITORS

TOP HOST

Materials Science & Engineering 
(Quantum DNA)

En Hsun “Vanessa” Lai, from partner Providence University (Taiwan), recently completed her second and final year as Boise 
State’s Chinese Language Assistant. Vanessa joined Boise State through the HuaYu Best Program, sponsored by Taiwan’s 
Ministry of Education, which has the mission of promoting Mandarin language instruction and Taiwanese culture abroad.

Throughout her tenure at Boise State, Vanessa played a vital role in enhancing Mandarin language instruction alongside Dr. 

Sharon Wei, Boise State's Mandarin   Chinese lecturer. She brought Taiwanese culture to life for students and the wider 
community. In her final year, she led multiple outreach activities, including a well-received presentation for members of the 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute titled “What About Taiwan?” where she explored Taiwan’s history, geography, ethnic 

diversity, and unique cultural features.

Vanessa also actively participated in campus cultural events, such as China Night and the Mid-Autumn Festival dinner 
hosted by the Chinese Club, where she shared traditions and stories that deepened cross-cultural understanding.

Vanessa's dedication, warmth, and enthusiasm left a lasting impression on students, faculty, and community members 
alike, helping to energize Mandarin language learning and foster greater appreciation for Taiwanese culture at Boise State.

14
COUNTRIES

17
COUNTRIES

H1B, TN & O VISAS J VISA PROGRAM
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BOISE STATE HONORS DR. ARVIN FARID WITH 
THE  FACULTY GLOBAL IMPACT AWARD 2025

The Center for Global Engagement recognized Dr. Arvin Farid, Professor of Civil Engineering, as the 2024–2025 Faculty 
Global Impact Award recipient. Nominated by Dr. Mojtaba Sadegh (Civil Engineering) and selected by members from the 
Provost’s Office and the Global Engagement Advisory Council, Dr. Farid was honored for his exceptional contributions to 

Boise State’s global mission.

Highlights of Dr. Farid’s Global Impact at Boise State:

Dr. Farid’s leadership, mentorship, and global vision continue to expand Boise State’s reach and inspire students and 
faculty to engage with the world.

International Partnerships: Built collaborations with Uppsala University (Sweden), Indian Institutes of Technology 
(Mumbai, Jalandhar, Madras), and Cranfield Research Institute (U.K).

•

Global Research Leadership: Led study abroad programs and workshops in India, Japan, and Russia; Fulbright Fellow 
(2018–2021) advancing environmental geotechnics research.

•

Student Support: Over 40% of his research team are international students; secured funding for conference 
participation; co-founded scholarship fund for travel and tuition.

•

Campus Inclusion: Advisor to the Iranian Student Association for over a decade, fostering belonging and cultural 

exchange.

•

Global Issues Collaboration: Hosted 2024 PFAS contamination research week with international, interdisciplinary 
teams.

•

International Recognition: Invited keynote speaker at major conferences in India, Germany, Scotland, Poland, and 
more.

•

Dr. Farid’s leadership in study abroad programs, research partnerships, international student 
support, and global knowledge dissemination has significantly advanced Boise State’s 

mission of fostering a globally aware academic community.

Dr. Mojtaba Sadegh, Civil Engineering
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INTENSIVE
ENGLISH PROGRAM

Pathway Program
English for non-English speakers
Customized Programs
TESOL Certificate
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LEARNING BEYOND THE CLASSROOM WALLS: 
EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING IN THE IEP PROGRAM

This year, the Intensive English Program (IEP) brought language learning to life through “classrooms without walls”, 
hands-on experiences that connected lessons to real-world contexts and built lasting memories.  The two unique 
activities highlighted below are just a few examples of how we are helping students apply their English skills in 

dynamic, real-world settings.

Through these activities, IEP students did not just learn English, they used it to explore, discover, and connect with the 

world around them.

Discovering Biodiversity at the City Nature Challenge – Level 5 Reading and Writing students, led by Instructor 
Hannah Rodabaugh, joined a global science competition at Kathryn Albertson Park in partnership with iNaturalist, the 
National Geographic Society, and the California Academy of Sciences. The IEP students documented local wildlife for 

a global research database. Notably, several of the IEP students' photos were designated as "research grade," 
meaning scientists can use them for their studies. Along the way, the IEP students strengthened reading and writing 

skills while contributing to scientific knowledge.

•

A Field Trip to the Heart of Boise – Communication Level 2 students, guided by Instructor Ana Barraza, navigated 

downtown Boise using maps and prepositions of place. They visited City Hall and the Idaho State Capitol, practiced 
listening and note-taking through a scavenger hunt, and learned about local government and history, all while 
developing real-world communication skills.

•

127
STUDENTS 

SERVED

5
TESOL 

CERTIFICATES 
AWARDED

33
STUDENTS FROM 
THE TREASURE 

VALLEY

$13K
SCHOLARSHIPS 

AWARDED

27
COUNTRIES
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127 533

GLOBAL OUTREACH
The Intensive English Program expanded Boise State’s global reach through 
strategic outreach in Asia. These international visits strengthened existing 
partnerships and  opened doors to new collaborations, paving the way for 

future student exchanges and recruitment opportunities.

Through these visits, the IEP team showcased Boise State’s commitment 
to cultivating strong global partnerships that will continue to enrich the 

campus and community.

Japan (September): IEP Director Stephanie Marlow visited eight existing 
and potential partner universities, one long-time international business 
partner, and one potential recruiting agent. Her efforts reinforced Boise 

State’s presence in Japan’s academic network and laid the groundwork 
for exciting new connections.

•

South Korea (October):  IEP Senior Coordinator Ryan Linford met with six 
existing and potential partner universities and three active recruiting 

agents. His trip deepened key relationships in South Korea, a vital region 
for fostering academic and cultural exchange.

•

COUNTRIES

FROM BOISE TO PERU: STRENGTHENING GLOBAL 
CONNECTIONS THROUGH LANGUAGE AND INNOVATION
In Summer 2025, Stephanie Marlow, Director of the Intensive 
English Program,  traveled to Lima and Arequipa, Peru to 
participate in the Festival Latinoamericano de Innovación y 

Tecnología (FLIT), a dynamic international gathering of educators, 
innovators, and thought leaders from across the Americas.

As a featured keynote speaker, Stephanie shared her insights on 
the transformative power of English language education in driving 

innovation, enhancing global mobility, and fostering intercultural 
collaboration.

While in Lima, she visited Universidad Científica del Sur, one of Boise State’s strategic international partners. Her visit 
focused on renewing institutional agreements and exploring new opportunities for academic cooperation.

Through her work at FLIT and her meetings with partners, Stephanie strengthened Boise State’s presence in Latin America 

and showcased the university’s commitment to building bridges through education.
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NEWS FROM CGE TEAM MEMBERS
Conference Panels

Service

Tim Randall (ISSS) presented at the NAFSA Region I & II Conference in the session “Building Connections to Build 

Programming.”

•

Ruth Prince (ISSS) presented at the NAFSA Region I & II Conference in the session “Cauldrons of Care: Brewing Up 

Holistic Support for International Students.”

•

Ruth Prince (ISSS) also presented at the NAFSA National Conference in two sessions: “Comparative Approaches to 
Curricular Practical Training” and “Ensuring Preparedness for Student Deaths on Campus, Abroad, and During OPT.”

•

Ruth Prince (ISSS) now serves as the NAFSA International Student and Scholar Services (ISSS) Representative for 
NAFSA Region I and as the Regional Liaison to the National NAFSA ISSS Knowledge Community.

•

Gonzalo Bruce, Assistant Provost for Global Engagement, was invited to co-facilitate two workshops hosted by 

Fulbright Commissions, one in Slovakia (January ’25) and the other in Portugal (April ’25). These seminars were 
directed to international educators and higher education administrators focused on advancing internationalization 
and strengthening mobility partnerships with U.S. universities.

•

Gonzalo Bruce, Assistant Provost for Global Engagement, has joined the ISEP Board of Directors, serving for the 2025-
2028 period in the finance and internal audit committees. ISEP is a non-profit educational organization dedicated to 

helping students overcome academic and financial barriers to education abroad.

•

CGE WELCOMES NEW TEAM MEMBERS

Ivane Helias
Int'l Enrollment Counselor
International Admission

Bella Huston
Study Abroad Advisor

Global Learning

Sharon Westbrook
IEP Instructor / 
IEP Coordinator

Ana Barraza
IEP Instructor

GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL
This year we welcomed the following new CGE Advisory Council members :

Desmond Boateng, International Student Representative•
Abby Sumner, Study Abroad Alumni•

Meghan Herbel
IEP Instructor
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For previous Year in Review reports, visit 
boisestate.edu/global
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