
IDAHO ENTREPRENEUR
CHALLENGE
APRIL 3-4, 2025
Presented by Venture College

SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES



April 3-4, 2025
The SPACE
Albertsons Library
2nd Floor

As part of the College of Innovation and Design, Venture College cultivates and
supports entrepreneurship at Boise State to economically empower the campus
community and beyond.

The Idaho Entrepreneur Challenge (IEC) is a statewide university competition
dedicated to student entrepreneurs with promising ventures and small businesses.

Idaho college and university students compete for seed funding, legal consultation,
and accounting services to advance their startups. Teams are also introduced to
Idaho’s entrepreneurial community.

The winning team of the Idaho Entrepreneur Challenge receives a “Golden Ticket”
to pitch in the Boise Entrepreneur Week Pitch Competition in the fall.

IEC Timeline
Subject to Change

VIRTUAL PRELIMS
Friday, March 7, 2025

Teams across the state will be
pitching virtually, competing
for a spot in the 2025 Idaho
Entrepreneur Challenge.

Top 15 Teams Announced!

JUDGES HAPPY HOUR
Thursday, April 3, 2025

Join us for Happy Hour
prior to the IEC. All semi-
finalist teams will be tabling
to share their venture ideas
prior to the competition.

PITCH COMPETITION
Friday, April 4, 2025

IEC begins with semi-finals
as teams pitch to earn a
spot in the finals. 4 finalists
pitch for additional seed
funding and a golden ticket
to BEW.
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About the Event



The Idaho Entrepreneur Challenge was one of the main moments
that made me think that SHE could become more than a class
project. It's actually the only check I kept because it meant so

much to me.

- Payton McGriff

BS in Marketing from University of Idaho
2017 Idaho Entrepreneur Challenge winner and Founder & CEO
of SHE (Style Her Empowered)

A former IEC winner, Payton McGriff, was recently featured on CNN
Heroes highlighting SHE (Style Her Empowered) and the incredible
work the company is doing by providing inclusive clothing and
education to women in Togo, Africa. Payton won $15,000 in 2017 at
IEC, and her story demonstrates the impact IEC can have on these
students and their entrepreneurial journeys.

CHRISTIAN PERRY
Founder, ChatterQuant
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Success Stories

PAYTON McGRIFF
Founder & CEO, SHE (Style Her Empowered)

Double majored in Entrepreneurial Management and Business
Administration at Boise State University
Fall 2021 Venture College Incubator participant
2022 Idaho Entrepreneur Challenge Software Track & Final Pitch
Competition winner | $8,000
2022 Hackfort Tech Challenge Pitch Competition winner | $2,500
2022 Boise Entrepreneur Week Pitch Competition Finalist
Won the FinTech Award at the 2022 Global TradeTech Conference 
Acquired by Money.Net Holdings Inc. in 2023

ChatterQuant uses social sentiment and discussion monitoring within the financial industry to
provide real-time access to trends across multiple social media platforms, providing traders
and institutions with actionable insights on Stocks, Crypto, Forex, and Futures. 

Esmeralda wearing
SHE uniform
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LAUNCHING VENTURES BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

Idaho Universities and 
Colleges Participated

in Cash Prizes

Teams Applied

Teams Pitched

Students Participated

Majors/Areas of Study
Represented

$40,000+

6

60+
52

160+
20+



Title

$75,000

Presenting 

$45,000

Accelerate

$15,000

Launch

$5,000

Generate

$2,500

Naming rights

to IEC

Incorporation of

branded content

Exclusive lending

opportunity

Logo on IEC

backdrop

Guest speaker

opportunities

Logo incorporated

in scoring app

Present checks

to recipients

Banner placement

on stage

Mentorship

opportunities

Seat as a judge

during the finals

Logo included on

all marketing

Seats as judges

during the prelims
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Title

$75,000

Presenting 

$45,000

Accelerate

$15,000

Launch

$5,000

Generate

$2,500

Cash prizes $50,000 $35,000 $12,500 $3,500 $2,500

Host VIP dinner

Provide access to

judges

Cover all parking

costs

Support teams

with travel costs

Support event

expenses
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What Your Funding Supports

Venture College has been instrumental in

transforming my [Guardian Pin’s] approach to

product development. They provided essential

information on creating a startup, including

understanding costs, financial planning, and

other key business aspects. This comprehensive

support has been crucial in pathfinding a product

and business path that truly addresses child

safety concerns at home. The guidance and

support from Venture College has been

invaluable in Guardian Pin's journey.”

- Jacob Stubbers, Founder of Guardian Pin
Hackfort Tech Challenge, Incubator & IEC
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BOISESTATE.EDU/IEC



BOISESTATE.EDU/IEC

Questions?

CARA VAN SANT
Director, Venture College

caravansant@boisestate.edu
(208) 900-8445
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