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BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY
The Idaho State Board of Educat ion invites 
candidates to apply to become the eighth 
president  of Boise State Universit y.

Known for it s vibrant  community and it s ?blue 
turf thinking,? Boise State is the largest  
universit y in Idaho and confers more degrees 
than all Idaho public universit ies combined. 

Boise State has risen on a stunning t rajectory 
from a community college to a doctoral 
research universit y. It  embodies the best  of 
both worlds ?  a st rong focus on students and 
their well-being, driven by the t ransformat ive 
potent ial of research and it s impact  on student  
outcomes and the world around us.

Boise State Universit y generates $2.2 b il l ion in 
annual econom ic impact  for the state of Idaho, 
delivering a st rong return on investment  for it s 
primary stakeholders: students, taxpayers and 
society. 1 of 45 jobs in Idaho is supported by 
the act ivit ies of Boise State. Students see $4.20  
in lifet ime earnings for every $1 invested in a 
Boise State educat ion.

MISSION
Boise State provides an innovat ive and 
equitable educat ional environment  that  
prepares students for success and advances 
Idaho and the world.

VISION
To be a premier student -success driven 
research universit y innovat ing for statew ide and 
g lobal impact .

THE OPPORTUNITY  
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Bronco Milestones

1932: Bishop Midd leton Barnwell o f  t he Ep iscopal 
Church oversaw  the found ing  of  Boise Junior 
College. 

1934 : The school became an independent  junior 
co llege af ter t he Ep iscopal Church ended it s 
af f i l iat ion. 

1940 : The campus moved to it s current  locat ion on 
t he south bank of  t he Boise River. 

1965: Boise Junior College gained four-year st atus 
as Boise College and began award ing  baccalaureate 
degrees. 

1969: The school jo ined t he Idaho state system of  
higher educat ion and got  a new  name: Boise State 
College. 

1974 : Boise State became a universit y, t he t hird  
st ate universit y in Idaho. Buster Bronco, Boise State's 
beloved mascot , also debuted in 1974 . 

1986: Boise State changed it s g reen f ield  to  b lue.

1989: Boise State celebrated  t he largest  enro llment  
in t he state.

1992: The State Board  of  Educat ion approved Boise 
State's f irst  doctoral p rogram in curriculum and 
inst ruct ion. The universit y now  of fers 15 doctoral 
p rograms, includ ing  educat ional technology, 
computer and materials science and b iomedical 
eng ineering . 

20 0 7: The Broncos pulled  of f  one of  t he greatest  
upset s in co llege football history by beat ing  t he 
Universit y of  Oklahoma in t he 20 0 7 Fiesta Bow l. This 
v ictory put  Boise State Universit y on t he nat ional 
st age and sparked rap id  enro llment  g row th. Boise 
State surpassed 25,0 0 0  student s in t he next  decade.

20 12: Boise State opened t he Micron College of  
Business and Economics Build ing  in 20 12. It  was t he 
f irst  o f  several major campus expansion pro ject s 
completed  in part nership  w it h Micron. 

OUR HISTORY  
Boise State has marked many history-making  moments since it s beg innings as a junior co llege in 1932 to 
recent  accomplishments as Idaho?s largest  universit y. 
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THE BLUEPRINT FOR SUCCESS STRATEGIC PLAN

GOAL 1: Innovat ion for Inst it ut ional Impact : Expand and implement  leading-edge 
innovat ions and ent repreneurial ideas to provide access to integrated high-qualit y 
teaching, service, research and creat ive act ivit ies.

GOAL 2: Foster Thriv ing  Communit y : Promote and advance an environment  where all 
members of the campus community make a living, make a life and make a d if ference.

GOAL 3: Advance Research and Creat ive Act iv it y : Advance the research and creat ive 
mission of the universit y community by fostering t ransformat ional pract ices and 
support ing facult y, staff and student  excellence in these pursuit s.

GOAL 4 : Trailb laze Programs and Part nerships: Enhance and grow  path-breaking 
interd iscip linary programs and act ivit ies that  t ranscend t radit ional f ields of study.

GOAL 5: Improve Educat ional Access and St udent  Success: Enhance the comprehensive 
student  experience w ith a focus on student  success and post -graduate outcomes.

# 53  most  innovat ive 
nat ional universit ies

?  U.S. News & World Report



Boise State fosters an environment where 
research and creative activity thrive.
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$83.4
m illion

in research 
awards t his past  

year, a 43% 
increase over t he 

last  f ive years.
Award more than 5,30 0  

degrees each year

FACTS AND FIGURES

Unbr id led  Philant hrop ic 
Cam paign

- Athlet ics: $210 .2M
- Student  Support : $122.7M
- Facult y/ Research Support : $75.8M
- Other: $10 1.98M

64 ,0 74  unique donor households

7 new  endowed facult y  posit ions ( thus far in FY26), 
bring ing the total of endowed facult y roles up to 23

BOISE STATE PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN 
INCREASING THE COLLEGE ATTAINMENT RATE 
FOR IDAHO

Boise State confers more than half of all baccalaureate 
degrees from public inst itut ions in Idaho and has dramat ically 
increased the percentage of Idahoans that  we serve in the 
last  two years, grow ing our populat ion of new  Idaho students 
by 52% over the last  f ive years.

Our success has been fueled by substant ial increases in 
retent ion and graduat ion rates, as well as enrollment .

27,250  students

63% record four-year graduation rate 
for full-time transfer students 

Nat ional rank ings 
# 21 Undergraduate Business 
? US News & World Report

# 13 Execut ive MBA program, 
? Fortune

Highest  ranked engineering school in Idaho 
? U.S. News & World Report

Largest  and highest  ranked business school in Idaho
? U.S. News & World Report

Largest  and top ranked nursing program in Idaho 
? U.S. News & World Report

We are recruit ing  and ret aining  m ore 
Idaho st udent s t han ever before
Served students from all 44  Idaho count ies, 
and our alumni live in every county

W ith more than 32,0 0 0  students including dual enrollment

Boise State is 
designated as a 
doctoral research 
institution by the 
Carnegie 
Classification of 
Institutions of 
Higher Education. 
We offer more 
than 200 areas of 
study, including 
15 doctoral 
programs.

Boise State has 80 2 f ull-t im e 
and 668 part -t im e facult y . 
Current ly, t he universit y 
support s 23 seated endowed 
facult y posit ions. 

FACULTY

Cam paign t ot al: $510 .7M
As of March 12, 20 26
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EXTERNAL 
PARTNERSHIPS

1 in 3
FACULTY HAVE AN ACTIVE 

PARTNERSHIP W ITH A 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION

Our universit y is leveraging exist ing partnerships and programs 
and developing new  opportunit ies w ith Idaho employers and 
private partnerships. Together we are addressing workforce, 
research, educat ional and service needs. 

Expanding partnerships across Idaho helps ensure rural 
communit ies have access to high-qualit y educat ional 
programming that  f it s their needs. Boise State recent ly created 
two new  posit ions ?  a Director for Universit y Indust ry 
collaborat ions and the President 's Professor of Public Scholarship 
and Engagement  ?  focused on grow ing partnerships, both in 
number and depth. 

Idaho has one of  t he fastest -g row ing  econom ies in t he nat ion 
and higher educat ion inst itut ions in Idaho cont ribute $4 .5 b il l ion 
t o t he st ate?s economy. Indust ry has called on Boise State to p lay 
a key role in American compet it iveness in energy and 
semiconductors. The universit y has invested in these st rategic and 
crit ical grow th areas. Boise State is the only universit y in Idaho to 
become a member of the nat ional Council on Compet it iveness. 

In 20 0 6, Boise State 
was one of only  76 
universit ies in the 
nat ion init ially selected 
by the Carneg ie 
Foundat ion as a 
Communit y  Engaged 
Inst it ut ion. 

That  classif icat ion was 
renewed in 20 15 in 
recognit ion of the 
myriad ways that  Boise 
State act ively works to 
align w ith the cares, 
interests and act ivit ies 
of our local and state 
community. 

This commitment  to 
service cont inues to be 
a defining feature of the 
universit y. Boise State 
successfully renewed it s 
classif icat ion as a 
Carnegie Community 
Engaged Inst itut ion, 
covering the period 
from 20 24 to 20 32.

The Inst itute for Advancing American Values represents Boise St ate?s 
commit ment  t o civ il d iscourse, f ree speech and Idaho voices. Through a series of 
events held on campus and around the state, a w ide range of perspect ives have 
been presented to numerous audiences, who agree, simply, to listen.
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COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
91 degree programs 
5,923 st udent s

The College of Arts and Sciences features the largest  set  
of academic subjects of any college at  Boise State. The 
newest  program offerings are in neuroscience, 
professional and public w rit ing and music product ion. 
This college is home to the School of the Arts and the 
School of the Environment . 

COLLEGES
Boise State of fers a high-qualit y undergraduate educat ion as well as a support ive 
Graduate College t hat  cult ivates t he personal and career g row th of  st udent s. Boise 
State cont inues to expand it s curricular of ferings in t argeted  areas driven by 
student , indust ry and communit y demand. 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
38 degree programs 
1,385 st udent s

Educat ion programs serve future and current  
educators w ithin a dynamic community that  helps 
them cont inually advance their skills. Newest  
program offerings are in generat ive A I in educat ion 
and outdoor educat ion and leadership.

The College of Educat ion and the School of Public 
Service w ill merge on July 1, 20 26, to become the 
College of Educat ion and Public Service.

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS
29 degree programs 
4 ,367 st udent s

Boise State has more business degree opt ions than any other 
school in Idaho and most  schools in the Pacif ic Northwest . It  
is ranked in the top 3% of business schools g lobally based on 
it s AACSB accreditat ion. Newest  program offerings are in 
business analyt ics, cybersecurit y management  and 
informat ion systems and cont rol.
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COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES
19 degree programs 
5,729 st udent s

College of Health Sciences graduates become the 
nurses, doctors, respiratory therapists, radiologic 
technologists and other health professionals whom 
Idaho needs. Newest  program offerings are in 
neuroscience, physical act ivit y and sport , exercise 
and health data analyt ics.

This unique college facilit ates and fosters 
partnerships across campus and the community 
that  bring innovat ive ideas to life. Newest  offerings 
in A I for A ll and the beer and w ine indust ry.

College of Innovat ion and Design programs are 
graduat ing to other academic colleges on July 1, 
20 26, as Boise State sunsets the College of 
Innovat ion and Design.

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
42 degree programs 
3,242 st udent s

Idaho's largest  engineering school offers nine 
degree programs, as well as f ive doctoral programs. 
Newest  program offerings are in cyber operat ions 
and resilience, semiconductors, and Ph.D.s in 
engineering and b iomedical engineering. 

COLLEGE OF INNOVATION AND DESIGN
3 degree programs 
236 st udent s
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HONORS COLLEGE 
1,141 st udent s 
10 9 nat ionally  compet it ive award  w inners 
        in t he past  10  years

Boise State set  an Idaho record in 20 20  w ith f ive 
Fulbright  Scholarship recip ients and two Truman 
Scholars. In 20 23-24, the universit y celebrated 
four Fulbright  recip ients, two Goldwater Scholars 
and a Crit ical Language Scholar. Boise State has 
three Rhodes Scholars.

GRADUATE COLLEGE
10 4  degree programs 
4 ,273 st udent s

Idaho's largest  graduate school and it s 
act ive research facult y have advanced 
students and the state by fostering 
d iscovery and innovat ion. The newest  
offerings are in generat ive A I in 
educat ion, d ig ital communicat ions 
management  and family nurse 
pract it ioner emphasis in the doctorate 
of nursing pract ice.

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC SERVICE
21 degree programs 
1,328 st udent s

This college is celebrat ing 10  years of educat ing 
students w ith experient ial learning that  prepares 
them for successful careers in the public sector. 
Newest  degree offerings are in public service 
leadership, legal studies and environmental 
management . 

The College of Educat ion and the School of Public 
Service w ill merge on July 1, 20 26, to become the 
College of Educat ion and Public Service.

ONLINE PROGRAMS
10 0 + programs 
5,698 degree-seeking  st udent s in 
fully  online programs

Boise State has great ly expanded 
educat ional access across Idaho and 
beyond w ith online classes and degree 
programs. Because they can be 
accessed any t ime, they create 
opportunit ies for busy working adult s 
and others who are unable to t ravel to 
campus. Over the past  decade, we have 
made st rategic investments in 
infrast ructure and staff ing to create 
programs across colleges.
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ATHLETICS
Boise State builds champions on and off the field. Our student athletes achieved a 3.46 
cumulative GPA, the highest in athletics history and accomplished an all-time high 
graduation rate of 96%.

3.46

TEAM CONFERENCE 
CHAMPIONS

INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCE 
CHAMPIONS

7
9

52 LOCAL
ORGANIZATIONS 220OPPORTUNITIES

HIGHEST CUMULATIVE GPA 
IN DEPARTMENT HISTORY $8.8M

TICKETS

2,850 VOLUNTEER 
HOURS

4 85,134
TICKETS
DISTRIBUTED

REVENUE 
GENERATION
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ABOUT BOISE, IDAHO

Welcome to t he Cit y of  Trees.
Boise is one of the most talked-about metropolitan cities in the country ? and it?s the ideal college town. 
From high culture and arts to nightlife, skiing, hiking, rock climbing and river sports, adventure awaits.
Our vibrant partnerships across Idaho?s capital city offer internships and work experiences that will help 
students go beyond their major. 

The Cit y  Located in the heart  of Idaho?s capital, Boise State?s campus is 
just  a 10 -minute walk from a booming arts and music scene, shopping, 
museums, entertainment  venues, great  restaurants and night life.

The Out doors Accord ing to W ilderness Times, Boise is one of the top 25 
cit ies to live in for an ?outdoorsy lifestyle,? and the New  York Times 
ranked Boise the ninth-best  cit y in the count ry for cyclist s. Explore 25 
miles of t ree-lined greenbelt  along the Boise River, public parks, scenic 
hiking t rails, natural hot  springs, rock climbing, ski resorts and river 
sports, all w ithin an hour from campus.

AT A  GLANCE

236,0 0 0
Population of Boise

865,0 0 0
Population of Boise Metro

25 Miles of riverside 
greenbelt access

140  Miles of trails for 
adventure just beyond campus

4 .7 Million acres of 
wilderness in Idaho

50 0  Acres of public green 
space
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From the jagged peaks at  it s center to the rolling hills and lakes of 
the panhandle and the rich farmland of the Snake River Plain, Idaho 
is a land of st riking cont rasts. Mt . Borah rises to a dramat ic 12,662 
feet , while the Port  of Lew iston ?  at  just  738 feet  above sea level ?  
is the most  inland seaport  on the West  Coast . Idaho is home to sand 
dunes, lava f ields and the aromat ic sagebrush steppe. Eastern Idaho 

is a gateway to Yellowstone Teton Territory, which includes some 
of the most  stunning landscapes in the world.

Each year, more than 20  million visitors come to experience 
Idaho?s unspoiled beauty, including 3,50 0  miles of 

rivers ?  more than any other state in the Lower 
48. Nearly two-thirds of Idaho is public land, 
offering vast  spaces to explore and experience 
quiet  solit ude ?  even in one of the 
fastest -grow ing states in the union. 

Key indust ries include agriculture, food 
processing, technology, mining, and tourism. As 
of 20 24, the state had a populat ion of just  over 
2 million people.  Visit Idaho.org

IDAHO

BOISE

https://visitidaho.org/
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The President  reports to the Idaho State Board of Educat ion and is the chief execut ive 
off icer and president  of Boise State. As Idaho's largest  universit y, Boise State requires a 
bold, visionary leader who w ill engage stakeholders across the state and posit ion the 
inst itut ion as a leader in higher educat ion while honoring Idaho's unique values and 
culture. They w ill connect  authent ically w ith Idaho's broad and independent  communit ies 
from rural agricultural reg ions to dynamic cit y centers, serving as both an educat ional 
leader and a t rusted voice in conversat ions about  Idaho's future. The President  oversees 
the administ rat ive team:

- Provost  and Vice President  for Academic Affairs
- Chief Finance Off icer
- Chief Operat ions Off icer 
- Vice President  for Research and Economic Development
- Vice President  for Student  Affairs and Enrollment  Management
- Chief Communicat ions and Market ing Off icer
- Chief of Staff 
- Execut ive Director of Athlet ics
- Director of Government  Relat ions
- Director of Community Engagement

The ideal President  w ill demonst rate genuine appreciat ion for Idaho's b lend of 
independent  sp irit , ent repreneurial mindset  and st rong commitment  to educat ion. They 
w ill be an inspirat ional leader that  takes the inst itut ion to new  heights and focuses on  
build ing Idaho?s workforce. 

POSITION SUMMARY
The President  report s to  t he Idaho State Board  of  Educat ion and is t he 
chief  execut ive of f icer and president  of  Boise State.
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Opport unit ies and Challenges 

The President  must  build  collaborat ive relat ionships w ith Boise State?s numerous 
stakeholders. From members of the foundat ion to alumni to community members at  large, 
part  of the president?s main responsib ilit ies revolve around being involved and present  in 
the w ider Boise and Idaho community. The next  president  should be seen as someone 
working across all perspect ives and build ing bridges for Boise State.  

The next  leader of Boise State must  meaning fully  connect  w it h facult y  and st udent s in 
order to support  and enrich their t ime on campus. As a state inst itut ion, Boise State must  
focus on delivering a best -in-class undergraduate experience to educate Idaho?s future 
workforce for any challenges that  may come. By offering a student  cent ric focus, the next  
president  can show  Idaho that  Boise State is here to work for the needs of the state. 
Equally important  is a deep appreciat ion for the unique cont ribut ions of facult y and 
working relat ionship between facult y and the administ rat ion. This partnership is 
foundat ional to a thriving universit y community and a high-qualit y classroom experience.
 
The universit y seeks a president  w ith demonst rated  f inancial acumen and 
performance-based resource management . St rategic budget ing, d iversif ied revenue 
development , and t ransparent  report ing must  align investments w ith mission-crit ical 
priorit ies while protect ing long-term sustainabilit y and affordabilit y through managing 
tuit ion costs, fundraising for need-based scholarships and partnering w ith stakeholders on 
st rategic, student -centered investments The president  must  exercise sound f iscal 
stewardship to ensure Boise State remains accessib le to all Idahoans. The Idaho State 
Board of Educat ion and the Governor have made it  clear: access to affordable, 
high-qualit y educat ion is essent ial to the state?s future.

Boise State is looking for an inspirat ional and st rategic leader that  has the ab il it y  t o 
empower t he next  level of  leadership  at  the inst itut ion to drive Idaho?s independent  sp irit , 
ent repreneurial mindset , and st rong commitment  to educat ion. A  President  must  surround 
themselves w ith the right  leaders who w ill cont inue guid ing Boise State on it s outstanding 
t rajectory and have the experience to navigate complex challenges related to students, 
facult y, staff and the broader campus community.

The President  must  have a bold  v ision for research that  d irect ly benefit s Idaho and it s 
thriving indust ries. As an emerging R1 universit y, research empowers facult y and students 
to f ind new  learning opportunit ies across the state. A  commitment  to Idaho-focused 
research w ith real world applicat ions that  drives innovat ions is essent ial, w ith student  
engagement  being paramount .

The next  president  must  be prepared to address the challenges of a shift ing higher 
educat ion landscape. A  leader must  champion innovat ive educat ional models to support  
non-t radit ional students, adult  learners and Idahoans. The next  president  must  art iculate a 
clear and responsib le vision for integrat ing A I across campus to advance measurable 
student  success, adaptable skill development , workforce alignment , and inst itut ional 
effect iveness.
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Boise State?s Blue Turf is well known for it s high level of compet it ion nat ionw ide and 
st rong support  w ithin the Boise community. The Broncos are nat ionally  recognized, 
ranked and acclaimed t hrough mult ip le sport s p rograms and take pride in being athlet ic 
leaders in Idaho and the nat ion. W ith the evolving landscape of college athlet ics, a 
president  must  be able to navigate the changing environment  by embracing new  
opportunit ies and ensuring student  athletes? well-being and academic achievement .
 
As Boise and the State of Idaho cont inue to experience signif icant  populat ion grow th, the 
next  president  of this universit y must  embrace a grow th mindset . Boise State is a dynam ic 
and grow ing  inst it ut ion w ithin a dynamic and grow ing region and w ill require a leader 
that  understands how  to leverage this opportunit y. 

Higher educat ion is in a t ime of t ransit ion and new  opportunit ies. As leaders who are 
asked t o do much more t han simp ly  run an inst it ut ion, presidents must  build  
relat ionships throughout  the state; report  to the State Board; work w ith the Governor, 
state leg islature and indust ry and community partners; focus on and serve the needs of 
students; build  t rust  w ith and earn the respect  of the facult y. Boise State?s cont inued 
success depends on a president  who can excel across all of these areas while responding 
to the evolving landscape of higher educat ion.
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Qualif icat ions/ Posit ion Descr ip t ion
Boise State is looking for a leader who not  only can lead the inst itut ion but  w ill 
demonst rate genuine appreciat ion for Idaho's unique b lend of independent  sp irit , 
ent repreneurial mindset  and st rong commitment  to educat ion. W hile academic credent ials 
are valued through a terminal degree and high academic achievement , equally important  
is a demonst rated record of effect ive and inspirat ional leadership. This includes 
relat ionship build ing, management  and driving innovat ion in complex organizat ions. 

The leadership of Boise State requires skills that  cross academic, management , business, 
polit ical and relat ional sectors.  It  is preferred that  a successful candidate w ill possess 
experience in most  of these sectors and can demonst rate how  they can meet  the 
expectat ions of these where one is not  as st rong. 

Presidents must  be able to oversee the f inancial and personnel aspects of the universit y; 
navigate community, donor and statew ide relat ionships; collaborate w ith Idaho?s other 
public universit ies; and work in alignment  w ith the Idaho State Board of Educat ion.

Applicat ion
Applicat ion materials should include 1) a current  resume or curriculum vitae not  to exceed 
f ive pages and 2) a let ter of interest  not  to exceed three pages explaining how  the 
candidate can meet  the challenges and opportunit ies out lined in the leadership profile. 

Please submit  a complete package of applicat ion materials to 
BSU.President @russellreynolds.com .

Further informat ion about  this president  search and Boise State can be found at  
boisest ate.edu/ president ialsearch.

Search Commit tee Members include: 

- David Turnbull, State Board of Educat ion member, search commit tee chair
- Kurt  Liebich, State Board of Educat ion member, search commit tee vice-chair
- Lisa Grow, President  and Chief Execut ive Off icer, IDACORP and Idaho Power
- Bobbi-Jo Meuleman, CEO, Boise Met ro Chamber of Commerce
- Scot t  Gatzemeier, Corporate Vice President  of Front  End US Expansion at  Micron
- Mike Reynoldson, Sr. VP of Public Affairs, Blue Cross of Idaho
- Bruce Mohr, Chairman, Boise State Universit y Foundat ion
- Stacy Pearson, Interim CFO, Boise State Universit y
- Lisa Bostaph, Professor of Criminal Just ice, Boise State Universit y

mailto:BSU.President@russellreynolds.com
https://www.boisestate.edu/presidentialsearch/
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