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Michael P. Kreiter, PhD

Assistant Teaching Professor,
Department of Sociology,
Boise State University
michaelkreiter@boisestate.edu

EDUCATION

Ph.D., Sociology, Kent State University, 2021.
M.A., Sociology, Kent State University, 2017.
B.A., Multi-Ethnic Studies, Boise State University, 2014.
B.S., Sociology, Boise State University, 2014.

ACADEMIC POSITIONS AND APPOINTMENTS

2026 — present Assistant Teaching Professor. Sociology Department. Boise State University.

2024 —present Co-Director. Syringa State Community Research Lab (SSCRL). Boise State
University.

2023 —present Director. Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion Certificate. Sociology Department,
Boise State University.

2019 — present Co-Director. Intermountain Social Research Lab (IMSRL). Boise State
University.

2023 -2026  Lecturer III. Sociology Department. Boise State University.

2021 -2023 Lecturer II. Sociology Department. Boise State University.

2019 —-2021 Lecturer 1. Sociology Department. Boise State University.

2018 —=2019  Adjunct Professor. Sociology Department. Boise State University.

2014 -2019  Graduate Appointee. Department of Sociology. Kent State University.

RESEARCH AND TEACHING AREAS

Inequality and institutional power, neoliberal higher education, extremism and political culture,
race and masculinity, qualitative and digital sociology

PUBLICATIONS

Scarritt, Arthur, Michael Kreiter, Amelia Jobe, & Danilla Kowalczuk. 2025. “Why Conservatives
Embrace Social Democracy.” Contexts. 24(1). 70-72.
https://doi.org/10.1177/15365042251318674

Kreiter, Michael P. and Arthur Scarritt. 2018. “‘Boatloads of Money’ in the Great Equalizer: How
Diversity Ideologies Leverage Race in the Neoliberal Remaking of the University.” in
Challenging the Status Quo: Diversity, Democracy and Equality in the 21st Century,
edited by David G. Embrick, Sharon M. Collins, and Michelle S. Dodson. The
Netherlands: Brill Academic Publishers.

Spates, Kamesha, Michael Kreiter, and Jackie Coffee. 2019. “Suicide in Color: Portrayals of
African American Suicide in Ebony Magazine from 1960 to 2008.” Issues in Race and
Society: An Interdisciplinary Global Journal. 8(1): 235-270.

COMMUNITY RESEARCH REPORTS

2025 SSCRL: Arthur Scarritt, Michael Kreiter, Amelia Jobe, Lauren Sichenze, Emily Woodrum,
Victoria Zunich, “Idaho Education Association May Matters Campaign Final Report,”
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88-page report of findings on teacher political engagement, based on 18 two-hour focus
groups with 207 teachers.

2025 SSCRL: Arthur Scarritt, Michael Kreiter, Amelia Jobe, Lauren Sichenze, Emily Woodrum,
Victoria Zunich, “IEA May Matters Messaging, December First Preliminary Report,” 18-
page report on our initial findings.

2025 McAllister Hall, Vanessa Fry (IPT), Amelia Jobe, Michael Kreiter, Arthur Scarritt, Lauren
Sichenze, Emily Woodrum, Victoria Zunich (SSCRL), “Impact of Free Breakfast for All:
Boise School District 2025,” 29-page report on mixed-method research into the District’s
free breakfast program

SELECTED GRANTS AND FUNDING

2026. “Asserting University Complexity for our Uncertain Future.” Spencer Foundation. Arthur
Scarritt, PI, Michael Kreiter, Co-PI. (360,000 applied).

2025. “Citizen Engagement and Shared Humanism to Overcome Polarization,” Andrew Carnegie
Fellows Program, Arthur Scarritt, PI, Michael Kreiter, Co-PI (University Nominee,
$200,000, applied).

2025. BSU Semiconductor Lab, with Arthur Scarritt. Conduct sociological research in four
physics labs under Leslie Atkins, ($30,000 awarded).

2025. “Idaho Education Association (IEA) May Matters Campaign,” Arthur Scarritt, PI, Michael
Kreiter, Co-PI. Solicited competitive research proposal ($49,013 awarded).

2025. “Liberal Social Closure and the Racialized Access to Upward Mobility Resources,” Arthur
Scarritt, PI, Michael Kreiter, Co-PI, National Science Foundation Sociology Grant
($417,518 applied). [Screened out without review due to Trump Executive Orders. ]

2024. “The Power of Collaborative Housing Interventions: Housing Retention and Health Equity
Outcomes in Ada County, Idaho,” Senior Personnel with PI Vanessa Fry, National
Institutes of Health (NIH) ($1,009,551 applied).

2024. “The Impact of Free Breakfast for All,” Co-PI with Vanessa Fry and Arthur Scarritt, Boise
School District ($25,990 awarded).

2024. “Feeding the Future: Studying the Impact of Free Breakfast for All Students in the Boise
School District,” Boise State TRANSFORM’s Community-Engaged Public Scholarship
Initiative (CEPSI), with Arthur Scarritt, Vanessa Fry, and Amelia Jobe ($7,500 awarded).

2023. “Inclusive Policies and Political Extremism,” Arthur Scarritt, PI, Michael Kreiter, Co-PI.
National Science Foundation Sociology Grant, Pilot Grant ($50,000 awarded).

2023. “Boise State Faculty IDEAS grant site exploration.” Costa Rica. US State Department
($2,500 awarded).

2023. “How do US Liberals Mainstream White Supremacy?”” Arthur Scarritt, PI, Michael
Kreiter, Co-PI, National Science Foundation (NSF) Sociology Grant ($313,960 applied).

2023. “Preventing Violent Extremism through Public Health Resiliency Building: A Multi-Site
Investigation,” PI: Royce Hutson and Co-PI Isaac Castellano, with Seth Ashely, Arthur
Scarritt, Michael Kreiter, Beth Ramsey, BSU Healthy Idaho Challenge Grant ($199,736
awarded).

2022. “Internet Misinformation, Intra-White Conflict, and the Mainstreaming of White
Supremacy,” Arthur Scarritt, PI, Michael Kreiter, Co-PI. National Science Foundation
(NSF) Sociology Grant ($334,338 applied).
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SELECT PRESENTATIONS

2026 Presentation. “Paying for Privilege: Tuition, Exclusion, and the Neoliberal Elite Capture of
Education,” with Arthur Scarritt. Pacific Sociological Association Annual Meeting, April
4, 2026, Long Beach, CA.

2026 Invited Presentation. “May Matters Campaign Final Report,” with Arthur Scarritt, Idaho
Education Association, Jan 9.

2025 Invited Presentation. “IEA May Matters Messaging,” with Arthur Scarritt, Idaho Education
Association, Dec 2.

2025 Presider and Presentation. Sociology of Sport: Health, Gender, Race, and
Hypermasculinity. “Active Clubs: White Nationalist Fight Clubs, Hypermasculinity, and
the Cultivation of Racist Fantasies.” Pacific Sociological Association Annual Meeting,
March 28, 2025, San Francisco, CA.

2024 Presentation. “Navigating Neoliberal Constraints: Unveiling Spaces of Hope in Higher
Education.” Pacific Sociological Association Annual Meeting, March 24, 2024, San
Diego, CA.

2024 Invited Panel. “Progressive Teaching in Regressive Spaces,” with Sarah Cribbs, Christy
Glass, Matthew Grindal, Kristin Haltinner, Leonard Henderson. Pacific Sociological
Association Annual Meeting, March 21, 2024, San Diego, CA.

2023 Presentation. “‘There will be no Reconciliation”: The Transition from Colorblind Ideology
to White Supremacy. Pacific Sociological Association Annual Meeting, March 30, 2023,
Bellevue, WA.

RESEARCH LAB LEADERSHIP

2024 — present. Co-Director. Syringa State Community Research Lab (SSCRL). Boise State
University. Applied community research for local organizations that employs current and
former students highly trained in qualitative research.

2018 — present. Co-Director. Intermountain Social Research Lab (IMSRL). Investigating how the
prioritization of STEM affects the new business model of higher education, integrating
intensive undergraduate research training with cohorts of 6-18 undergraduate researchers
who present initial findings every year at the Pacific Sociological Association’s annual
meeting.

SELECT RESEARCH PROJECT EXPERIENCE

2025 — present. BSU Semiconductor Lab. Mentor researchers conducting sociological research
in four physics labs. SSCRL contract.

2025. “IEA May Matters.” Co-PI with Arthur Scarritt. Idaho Education Association. Conduct 18
focus groups with teachers across Idaho about teachers’ experiences, needs, and political
support for education. SSCRL contract.

2025. “The Impact of Free Breakfast for All,” Co-PI with Vanessa Fry and Arthur Scarritt. Boise
School District. Conduct 7 focus groups with parents and 4 with teachers about free
breakfasts provided at schools. SSCRL contract.

2025. “Sociology Program Review.” Mentor student researchers conducting focus groups with
students in sociology courses and majors. SSCRL contract.

2024 — present. “Active Clubs: White Nationalist Fight Clubs, Hypermasculinity, and the
Cultivation of Racist Fantasies.” Research using digital sociological methods to study the
online spaces of extremist groups. Findings in development for publication.
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2018 — 2021. “There will be no Reconciliation: Ideological Pathways from Mainstream
Colorblindness to Alt-Right Extremism.” Dissertation research of online content from
Sad Puppies and Rabid Puppies.

2015 —2016. “Diversity in Shaker Heights, OH.” Thesis research. Interviews with community
members and parents of a diverse educational institution.

STUDENT RESEARCH MENTORING

2019 — present. Intensive research training of over 50 undergraduate students, from inception to
dissemination at regional and BSU conferences, through Intermountain Social Research
Lab (IMSRL) “The Social Life of STEM.”

2026 Spring. Faculty mentor to 4 undergraduate students awarded with the EURECA
(Excellence in Undergraduate REsearch and Creative Activity) graduation cord: Mikaela
Buckley, Zachary Zubiate, Ellen Petersen, Regan Williams.

2026 Spring. Faculty mentor to Marshall Scholarship and Fulbright semi-finalist Amelia Jobe.

2025 —2026. [Redacted High School Student]. Boise High School. AP Research.

2024 —2025. [Redacted High School Student]. Boise High School. AP Research.

2023 —2025. Justine Neniyogushi. McNair Scholar.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

SOC 101: Introduction to Sociology. Boise State University (online).

SOC 105: Racism and Antiracism. Boise State University (online, f2f).

SOC 122: Sociological Communication. Boise State University (online, f2f).

SOC 230: Introduction to Ethnic Studies. Boise State University (online, f2f).
Cross-listed as GENDER 280 - Colloquium in Gender Studies

SOC 305: Racial and Cultural Minorities. Boise State University (f2f).
Cross-listed as GENDER 380 - Colloquium in Gender Studies

SOC 310: Elementary Social Statistics. Boise State University (online, f2f).

SOC 412: Qualitative Social Research Methods — IMSRL. Boise State University (f2f, remote).

SOC 421: Social Inequality. Boise State University (online).

SOC 494: Special Topics: Digital Sociology in Extremist Spaces. Boise State University (f2f).

SOC 498: Senior Seminar - IMSRL. Boise State University (f2f, remote).

SOC 12050: Introduction to Sociology. Kent State University (online).

SOC 22778: Social Problems. Kent State University (f2f).

SOC 32569: Minorities in the United States. Kent State University (online).

UF 100/131: The Foundations of Intellectual Life — Is College Worth It? Boise State University
(hybrid, £2f).

UF 200: The Foundations of Ethics and Diversity — Inequality in Higher Education. Boise State
University (online, f2f).

HONORS AND AWARDS

2026. Golden Apple Award Nominee. Boise State University.
2022. HERC Travel Award, bringing 9 IMSRL students to present at regional conference,
Bellevue, WA ($4,251 awarded).

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

Sociologists for Women in Society
Pacific Sociological Association
American Sociological Association
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