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New Idaho Center Emphasizes Book Arts B

The Idaho Center for the Book
marked its dedication and opening
at the Hemingway Western Studies
Center on the campus of Boise State book art
University on April 9-12 with three
days of exhibits, k /
lectures, book
A Booker’s Dozen
and demonstra-
tions, and the
publication of
its first book.
IDAHO The program

CENTER of activities and
FOR THE events was Or-

B O OK ganized by Tom

Trusky, Idaho

Center for the

L Book director,

around two

themes: “Missing Pages: Idaho &

the Book”; and “Literacy & the Book

Arts.” Guest speakers included

Boise State University President

Charles Ruch and LC Center for the

Book Director John Y. Cole, who

= spoke at the dedication ceremony on

April 9. Martha Carothers, chair of

the Art Department at the Univer-

sity of Delaware, was a featured
symposium speaker.

Missing Pages: Idaho & the Book by
Tom Trusky is a colorful and ingeni-
ous (each copy is unique) catalog of
the Idaho Center for the Book's dedi-
cation exhibition, “The All-Idaho
Book Exhibit,” a three-part, multi-
media show that combines artifacts,
printed material, books, photo-
graphs and video presentations.

The 20-page catalog chronicles the
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n Challis - located far, far from civilization in conservative east-

central Idaho the Public Librory is hosling an exhibit entitled “A

Booker’s Dozen,” the first in what will be a biannual troveli

exhibition of arfist's and eccentric books selected for Iouring?)y
the Idaho Center for the Book. Eleven of the fourteen books in this
exhibit were handsomely enclosed in a vintage glass-front ook
bookcase three shelves high. Three other books, because of large size
or unusual format, found their place nearby. This body of work,
culled from submissions by Idaho book arists, was curated by Tom
Trusky, Boise State University English professor and founder of the
new Idaho Center for the Book.

Some of these indigenous contemporary works are nolable for
their non-traditional formot, such os a hammer resting on two
pillows: [Untitled] Power/Tool by Byron Clercx, or use of unconven-
tional materiais, such as edible artifocts: Edible Book by Lovise
McBride. While expanding the definition of what a book may be,
these Idaho ortists are olso well spoken in addressing unseiling
issues, such as the AIDS epidemic (A Won't B4 Appzz Anymore by
Will Spearman), domestic violence (The Good Victim by Nadine
Chaffee), and desecration of Native American burial grounds [(Save
Eogle Rock. Save Castle Rock] To the Mayor of the City of Boise] by
Teri Micco.

Will Spearman’s piece was hastily removed from the north
window by the chair of the library board out of fear it would invite
controversy. To the librarian’s credit, the briefly censored piece was
replaced in the window with a small sign near its label, telling
viewers fo call someone who cared (the phone number placed callers . o
in the care of individuo::l'?o fighting Idaho’s anti-gay inifiative). The 23" artist, an illiterate Idaho deaf
! square book comprises four ring-bound poges of see-through mute named James Castle (1899-
history of Idaho book culture from lominate, encasing artifacts (a gloss slide with blood, alchemical

SR 1977). We were unable to atten
the Lapwai Mission Press to the con- symbols for putrifaction and purification, a lotex condom glove, plus e e))( hibition. b tu +h :ol d
temporary Idaho artist book makers text and other symbols) related to the AIDS crisis. Viewers flipping | ition, but the catalog

and includes a four-color gatefold i . through the book may be subliminally reminded of oversized, sturdy itself is astonishing. Actually enti-
featuring “Outsider” James Castle “ \ books of symbols and pictures for preliterate children, all the while tled Missing P ges, it is a one-of-a-
and his books and an accordion-fold being versed in the seriousness of this crisis. It has immediate oppeal, kind "artist’s catalog,"” in that

catalog insert for “A Booker's bringing this health issue home in a very stroightforward manner. each copy is missing hand-torn
Dozen,” the Idaho center’s first

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED Tom
Trusky, Missing Pages: Idaho &
the Book (Boise, ID: Boise State
University, 1994). ISBN 0-932129-
20-X. This is a wonderfully invent-
tive catalog for an equally won-
derful cluster of shows held earli-
er this year (9 April through 15
May) at the Idaho Center for the
Book at Boise State University.
Three "book art” exhibitions,

held concurrently in adjoining
galleries, featured rare volumes
from the history of ldaho, book-
related videos, and, of particular
interest to us, a collection of
eccentric books (using ink made
from soot and saliva) by a naive

; : 1 T : ortions of three pages, while
traveling exhibition. The Good Victim, a unique pop-up book by Challis arfist Nodine P . g 5

8 : : ; i Chaffee, was inspired by a local domestic violence trogedy involving each cover is also unique, having

Other major sections In Mzsszrtg : two homicides and a svicide. While the local gossip mill was been printed on discarded color

Pages dess:ril?e apd illustrate the bls' churning this event, Chaffee was resolutely col eclil)g all manner ?f proofs donated by Idaho printers.
tory of printing in Idaho and outline news clippings related fo the killing of Bertha Martinez and her friend Siich arecaatic Wit.is tats. And
the program for the April 10-12 by her estranged husbond. Lines from the obituary of Marfinez were . g .
Teacher’s Symposium on Literacy & interspersed with grim stafistics from the Idaho Council on Domestic this catalog, as well as the Idaho
Book Arts. In addition to Martha Violence, forcing one fo “read between the lines.” Chaffee also made Center for the Book itself, is fur-
Carothers, principal symposium a scathingly keen comparison of the choracteristics of battered ther proof that the most innova-

leaders were Sandy Hartborn, cura-
tor of exhibitions, Boise Art Museum;
Byron Clercx, assistant professor of
art, University of Idaho; and Tom
Bennick, English Department,
Mountain Home High School,
Boise.

The traveling exhibition, “A Book-
er’s Dozen: 14 Idaho Artist’s [sic] &
Eccentric Books,” the first in a bi-
annual series, will be seen in nine lo-
cations throughout Idaho in 1994. It
contains indigenous contemporary
works by artists who live in Idaho or
“eccentric” works made by Idahoans
who are not necessarily artists.

According to the catalog, “‘Eccen-
tric’ books may be nontraditional e i
codex-format works, such as accor- Tori Micco, [Save Fogle Rock, Save Casfle Rock] ko the Mayor of the Cily of Boiss, 6" x 6°,1993.
dion fold, rivet, spiral or ring-
bound, loose-leaf/boxed, sculptural
or die cut books. They may be tradi-
tionally bound codices with ‘eccen-
tric’ features, such as pop-ups,
folded pages, inserts, pull-tabs, or
volvelles. Or they may be conven-
tionally bound books made with or
containing unconventional materials

or artifacts.
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tive efforts in this country
originate in places other than the

' coasts. Missing P ges is $13.95
postpaid from the BSU Bookstore,
Boise, ID 83725 or by calling 1-
800-992-TEXT.

Ballast Quarterly Review
2022 X Avenue
Dysart, lowa 52224-9767
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“Whatever the formats or features
of the works selected for the exhibit,
all are testimony to the creativity of
Idaho book artists. The biblio ‘dozen’
should expand our definitions of
what a book may be or do, as well
as inspire us to read, write, and
make our own books.”

The Idaho Center for the Book’s
first publication, The Lapwai Mission
Press, is by Wilfred P. Schoenberg,
a historian of Jesuit mission presses.
It is the definitive history of the first
press in the Pacific Northwest and

the oldest surviving press in the
American West.
B The press itself was on display in

the “All-Idaho Book Exhibit,” and
 Father Schoenberg was present to
. explained how it worked. The re-
~ gion’s first eight imprints, all print-
 ed on the Lapwai Mission Press,
were also on display—and are de-
- scribed in Missing Pages: Idaho & the |
. Book.

In all, three books are available
from the Idaho Center for the Book’s

dedication and opening events.
- Each may be ordered from Nancy

~ Money, The Bookstore, Boise State
University, 1910 University Drive,
- Boise, ID 83725. To order by tele-

NEZ-PERCES

FIRST BOOK:

DESIGNED FOR CHILDREN AND NEW BEGIRNERS.

CLEAR WATER:
MISSION PRESS.

1839.

phone call (800) 992-TEXT; locally,
(208) 385-4031. Checks should be
made pavable to Idaho Center for
the Book; add $3 per order for
shipping

Father Wilfred Schoenberg is
the author of the Idaho Center for
the Book’s first publication.

Library of Congress

INFORMATION
BULLETIN

Vol. 53, No. 12
June 13, 1994

women with “the perfect Catholic wife,” those being: traditional
beliefs concerning home, family, and sex role stereotypes; accep-
tance of guilt For?uilure of the marrioge; docility, selflessness,
submissiveness, and low self-esteem. A photograph of Marfinez, “the
good victim,” eerily resembles St. Theresa’s imoge featured on o
holy card. The book features a carousel binding and is impeccably
handcrofted from Chalfee’s own sooty, dark red-veined and dark
blue-shadowed paste popers and marbled popers. It was hand-
decoruted, printed on Conson paper with on HP ink jet printer, ond
measures 8 3/4" x 6 1/4". Chaftee hopes to publish this book in a
smoll edition to give it more exposure and circulation.

Unfortunately, not all of the books in this exhibit were accessible,
of any political or social import, or even well crofted. Included were
both unique ond small editions, some well researched, some trivial,
some sli:'l, some handsome. Though the exhibit overall was a bit
uneven in this respect, it is still extremely heartening to see the book
arts thriving in Idaho. - Poris Almond
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MANCHESTE

ournﬁg“ apologize for the delay of this reply.

LittidTHA

~ English translation of it.

coLl

wslettqr. i

iy
| =

AUTHORS/BINDERIES/BOOKSTORES/LIBRARIES/

:

PAST/BACK, OF T-SHIRT)--

'Y

A CLIPPINGS/PRESS RELEASES
OR IDAHO BIBLIO EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

L"

issues of The Idaho Centgtfor the Book Ne

(FORTHCOMING/FRONT

wv
for future

.

ANTED: T-SHIRTS CELEBRATING IDAHO
PRINTERS/PUBLISHERS & DIVERSE BIBLIO EVENTS--

for future

f The Idaho Center for the Book Newsletter.

1Ssues o

HARUO AOKI
1501 ELM STREET ¢ EL CERRITO. CALIFORNIA 94530

July 23,1994
Mr. Tom Trusky, Director
Idaho Center for the Book
English Department
Boise State University
1910 University Drive
Boise, ldaho 83725

PEN Dear Mr. Trusky:

Thank you for your letter of 23 March 1994,

rst Book I retired three years
ago and I do not go to school on a regular basis to
check mail. I came across your letter today and I

e I think I saw Spalding's book around 1960
- and had forgotten about it. I am not aware of any

The following i1s a quick sketch of what is in it:
Title page

Alphabet

{blank)

P53 Items for reading exercise

pp.5-6 Lesson One. Words for reading practice. They
are mostly very short nouns and pronouns such
as root, sister, you, I, mouth, food.

pp.6-7 Lesson Two. More words for reading practice.

They are slightly longer nouns such as arm, foot.
Lesson Three. More words for reading practice.
They are slightly longer miscellaneous words
such as house, inside, belly, whose.

Lesson Four. A short reading material about
hats, such as the hat material being fur of
beavers, otters, or muskrats.

I hope the above is of some use.
Sincerely, <

@%ﬁwm

IDAHO

CENTER

SHE ROAD 35

Boise State University
1910 University Drive
Boise, Idaho 83725
TEL: (208) 385-1999
FAX: (208) 385-4373

ADVISORY BOARD

Tom Trusky, Dir.
BOISE

ersity Drive

Terry Abraham
MOSCOW

Mary Blew
LEWISTON

Charles Bolles
BOISE

Boise, ID 83725

1910 Ui

Richard Bray
KETCHUM

Send shirts/news fit for a t- to
Idaho Center for the Book
niv

Arlan Call
TWIN FALLS

15 September for October, 15 April for May

.
.

Cort Conley
CAMBRIDGE

Paul Holland
IDAHO FALLS

Deadlines

Daryl Jones
BOISE

Tom McClanahan
BOISE

L

Peggy McClendon
BOISE

Esther Oppenheimer
BOISE

Diane Josephy-Peavey
CAREY

Judy Peppler
BOISE

Susan Swetnam
POCATELLO

Alan Virta
BOISE

Laurel Wagers
SANDPOINT

Ll e e i} T
The Mission Press
1839
The first printing press in
Idaho was located at
Lapwal. the Nez Perce
word for "Place of the

bultterflies.”
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